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At our fall retreat, I challenged our 
leadership to remember three primary 
things as a focus for this coming year: 
membership, message, and mission.  
AASCD is making huge strides in all of 
these areas!  Our membership continues 
to grow, due to the efforts of each of you!  
Our message is now expanding and 
reaching more than ever before, with 
AASCD’s new logo, a vibrant, new web 
presence, and social media.  And none 
of that matters without a core mission, 
to emphasize and improve teaching and 

learning across the state of Alabama for all our students.

We have just concluded another successful Fall Instructional 
Leadership Conference – I hope many of you were able to attend!  
There are opportunities to serve as we round the plate to home 
on 2013 and look to 2014.  Our AASCD district representatives 
are taking a leadership role in improving the quality of the state 
department’s quarterly team trainings on Alabama’s College-
and-Career-Ready Standards (CCRS).  I challenge each of you 
to use your sphere of influence to call people out on lies and 
mis-truths about Alabama’s curriculum standards and to instead 
offer positive examples of how rigorous standards are helping 
Alabama students learn more deeply and apply their knowledge 
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During our Fall AASCD 
Retreat in September, the 
board had the pleasure of 
hearing from Tim Ito, who 
is the Digital Director for 
ASCD.  Tim shared some 
ideas with the board on using 
the web, mobile devices, 

and social media to build 
the online presence of 
AASCD. He gave us three 
things to think about when 

designing an online experience:

1) What does AASCD want your visitors/ 
     members/customers to do? 
2) What do AASCD visitors/members 
     customers want to do? 
3) What does the visitor/member/customer 
     know about AASCD? Consider  
     those who: 
  a.   Know AASCD well 
  b.   Know a little about AASCD 
  c.   Know nothing about AASCD

Keeping these three questions in mind, I began  

developing our new AASCD website, www.
alabamaascd.org. Since Tim told us that 6 of the 7 
million people on Earth now have mobile devices 
(greater than the number of people with flushing 
toilets), the site was designed to work on mobile devices 
as well as computers.

The current content on the website is based on my 
answers to the three questions Tim posed to the board. 
However, it is very much a work in progress and I would 
love YOUR input to make the website better meet the 
needs of AASCD and our members. We are also looking 
for members who are interested in contributing to our 
site through blogging. Please feel free to contact me at 
alabamaascd@gmail.com if you would like to blog for 
us and/or have content for me to add/link to our site. 

In addition to the new website, you can now follow 
AASCD on Twitter using the handle @AlabamaASCD. 
If you are already on Twitter, please follow us by visiting 
https://twitter.com/alabamaascd. If you are not on 
Twitter, I encourage you to try it out! It is an excellent 
way to interact with educators around the world and 
keep up to date on the latest education news.

President’s Message (continued)
to new and novel situations.  

Another exciting opportunity of service is with the 
2nd YES! You Can Teach Conference at Huntingdon 
College on February 7th.  AASCD is pleased to partner 
once again with Huntingdon and our first college-level 
AASCD chapter in providing a one-day conference 
for Alabama high school seniors who are considering 
teaching as a profession.  I will be there leading a 
session with a team of teachers representing my district 
and area.  If you would like to help in some way with 
this conference, please contact AASCD Board member 
and Huntingdon faculty member Dr. Celia Rudolph at 

crudolph@hawks.huntingdon.edu.

Thanks for all you do to inspire excellence in your 
school district and for AASCD.

Patrick Chappell, EdD

AASCD President
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Dr. Amy Fowler Murphy
AASCD Web Presence 

Representative



Alabama’s College and Career Ready Standards (CCRS) 
for Mathematics and English Language Arts/Literacy 
are in full implementation!Weekly, we hear stories 
from schools describing the difference the standards 
are making for students. Raising expectations with 
scaffolded support is becoming the norm in Alabama 
schools.

The State Department of Education is focusing its 
efforts on providing resources, professional learning, 
and differentiated support to assist districts and schools 
in implementing the CCRS.  A website dedicated to this 
implementation  holds many resources for teachers and 
administrators (http://alex.state.al.us/ccrs/). During 
the 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 school years, 133 districts 
participated in Quarterly CCRS Implementation Team 
meetings. Each district was invited to send a team 
that included district leaders, principals, and teachers 
who were responsible for implementation of CCRS for 
Math, ELA and Content Literacy.  The team’s purpose 
was to participate in learning and to develop a plan 
for district-wide professional learning on the CCRS.  
Throughout the year, we solicited feedback on how the 
sessions might be improved and used this information 
to plan forward.

Based on the feedback, two specific learning 
opportunities were offered to Alabama teachers. In 
January, 2013, ACT provided a five day training for 
over 300 secondary teachers. Teachers participated in 
content specific learning using the ACT Quality Core 
materials (www.act.org/qualitycore). They reported 
feeling more confident and prepared to teach the CCRS.   
In June and July, 2013, CCRS Teaching Academies 
were conducted throughout the state. Math, ELA, and 
content teachers met to develop lessons/units of study 
reflective of the expectations and rigor of the new 
standards. High school math and ELA teachers were 
involved in content specific learning using the Quality 
Core materials; middle school teachers participated in 
NMSI Laying the Foundation training; social studies, 
science, and CTE teachers worked on content literacy; 

and elementary teachers met in grade bands and 
content areas.  They used the EQuIP rubric to develop 
and evaluate their lesson plans to ensure alignment to 
the CCRS. These teachers returned to their classrooms 
with a lesson/unit they had developed in collaboration 
with colleagues from across the state.  They videotaped 
themselves teaching the lessons and reflected on the 
results they achieved with students. In October, 2013, 
teachers reconvened to discuss the lessons they had 
planned, taught, and reflected upon. They reviewed 
each other’s videos and discussed elements that were 
successful and ways to improve the lessons. The goal 
is to have a bank of lessons/units with video clips that 
are reflective of CCRS and vetted by Alabama teachers.  
These will be available to all teachers in the state once 
they are formatted and uploaded to the CCRS website.

Finally, we are excited about our partnership with 
AASCD!  Feedback from the CCRS Implementation 
Team meetings showed that districts needed more 
assistance in providing support to their school 
leadership in leading the implementation of the CCRS.  
AASCD’s regional representatives are partnering with 
CCRS facilitators to plan and facilitate leadership 
sessions at each of the quarterly meetings. The 
reviews from the most recent meeting confirmed the 
importance of this partnership.

Article written by Dr. Julie Hannah, Director of  the 
Office of Student Learning, ALSDE.

Math and English Language Arts/Literacy CCRS



As Frederick Douglass said 
years ago, “If there is no struggle, 
there is no progress”.  These 
few words are so meaningful 
in our current educational 
environment.  Changes are 
everywhere with curricular 
issues, teaching strategies, 
economic indicators, social 
media, advocacy groups, and 
families in transition.  Alabama 
ASCD has jumped into the fray 

with a total new focus on “getting out” the purpose of 
the organization with a brand new website and the use 
of social media.  See the details in the article written 
by Dr. Amy Murphy in this November e-newsletter.  
AASCD has also undertaken opportunities to partner 
with the Alabama State Department of Education and 
ASCD.

Changes abound as the board of directors prepares 
for a CCRS Summit tentatively scheduled early spring 
that will spotlight and showcase the best examples of 
CCRS implementation.  This is an opportunity for 
four states selected by ASCD to show and tell the facts 
about CCRS and what it really means for students 
in the United States.  Because we are educators and 
know that other countries’ students are making huge 
academic gains, we want to spread the news about the 
kinds of things we need to be doing to make sure our 
teaching is relevant and forward thinking.  

More changes are to come with the second Yes, You 
Can Teach symposium for high school seniors.  This 
day is to guide thinking as we try and recruit the best 
and brightest to become teachers.  The event will be 
on February 7 on the Huntingdon College campus and 
so, look for the details in your inbox in December.  

The annual legislative conference will be held January 
2014 in Washington, DC and your delegation will 
include Patrick Chappell, Donald Turner, Ashley 
Catrett, Mitchie Neel, and me.  We will meet with 

Congressional representatives and/or their staffers 
and share information about Alabama ASCD, ASCD, 
state education stats, and CCRS stories from each 
congressional district.  Hopefully, we will be heard in 
this period of change.

So, there are plenty of struggles and opportunities and 
options and challenges for us.  We do need to focus 
our efforts and stay true to the mission of Alabama 
ASCD ----- Alabama ASCD is a diverse community of 
educators, forging covenants in teaching and learning 
for the success of all learners.

 

  
Dr. Jane Cobia 

  
was appointed

  

to serve on the 
  

Annual ASCD  
 

Conference 2015  
 

Planning Committee

Changes Around Us

Dr. F. Jane Cobia
Executive Director

AASCD



If You Missed the Fall Conference
If you missed the 2013 Fall 
Leadership Conference, 
you missed a great time of 
Learning, Networking and 
Sharing!
The conference was held 
November 3-6 at the beautiful 
Perdido Beach Resort. Over 
240 registered participants 
enjoyed the conference. 
The Keynote Speakers were 
very informative beginning 
with Dr. Julie Hannah 
who spoke on the positive 
changes taking place in 

educational in the State of Alabama. She also held 
a breakout session entitled: “It’s a New Day! Do 
Learning Rather than Do School”. We also heard 
from Dr. Cheryl James-Ward who discussed the 
topics covered in her book: “Using Data to Focus 
Instruction”. All participants received a copy of 
her book in their registration packets. We ended 
our keynote speaker round with Mr. Chuck Boyd 
who works with SREB. Mr. Boyd works with school 
districts and schools in an effort to bring relevance 

to schools for today’s students to prepare them for 
postsecondary success.
A great time was also had by all who attended the 
magnificent Seafood Fest sponsored by Bill Miller 
Photography. A great round of applause also goes 
out to all of the vendors who came and took the 
time to support our conference.

 
 

Outstanding Curriculum Award winner, Dr. Betty 
Winches, Homewood City Schools, receives award from 

Mrs. Nancy Cotter, executive director emeritus.
 
We hope to see you all next year at the conference!!

Donald Turner 
President Elect, 

AASCD

Photos from Fall Conference



I’ve been meaning to email you to let you know about 
the success I felt with our collaboration with SDE and 
the CCRS Team Meetings.  In September, I had the 
pleasure of partnering with Tricia Corbett from SDE 
at the Administrator’s portion of the CCRS training 
in Region 6.  Tricia carried most of the weight of this 
particular training because of the lateness of our entry 
into the partnership, but she was very gracious to 
allow me to assist as I felt knowledgeable to do.  The 
training went well, I thought, and seemed to be well 
received by the LEAs participating.  You could tell 
that the information we shared was either affirming or 
informing and the participants felt it helpful with their 
learning.   This may be a good place for us to partner 
with SDE because we have the “grassroots” knowledge 

of how effective the process is working in our respective 
LEAs.  I also felt that our participants were comfortable 
enough to ask the tough questions that would help 
them be more effective with their training back home.  
This newly formed partnership may be a very forward 
thinking partnership that will benefit all the parties 
involved:  SDE, LEAs and AASCD.  At least, this first 
foray into the partnership made me think this could 
become very productive.

Becky Fearon, Retired 
Jacksonville City Schools 

Editorial Comment

 

  

“Leadership and Learning are indispensible 
to each other.”           - John F. Kennedy

Mission statements in education frequently 
mention “lifelong learning.”  A key factor 
an educator strives for is creating these 
learners in students. Educators should model 
this behavior by BEING lifelong learners 
themselves. By reading, conversing, and 
listening, educators can be tremendous role 
models for students.

“Education is the ability to listen to almost 
anything without losing your temper or your 
self-confidence.”                          - Robert Frost

With so much under discussion in today’s 
politically charged educational climate, it is 
understandable that educators may become 
angry, but at the very least frustrated! 
Implementing practices that become criticized 
in the public arena is a great challenge for 
today’s curriculum leaders.  Educators need 
to guard against losing sight of what they 

know is best for students 
as well as keep a “handle” 
on the temper.

“Everyone thinks of 
changing the world, but 
no one thinks of changing 
himself.”       - Leo Tolstoy

Finding ways to grow 
and learn will only lead 
to better development 
as educators.  Whether 
by reading an education 
book or article, joining a study group, 
attending a conference, or one of many other 
choices available, the learning leader will 
continue improving.

“All the forces in the world are not so 
powerful as an idea whose time has come.”                
                                                       - Victor Hugo

Keeping focused on implementing the best 
curriculum practices for students is powerful, 
now and for the future.  Keep letting ideas 
come and use them to impact students!

Don’t forget to recharge yourself, as needed!  

SPARK
of the quarter

Mitchie Neel 
Secretary
AASCD
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